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Short Biographical Note

Dr Zoi N. Margari undertook undergraduate, postgraduate and doctoral studies in
Ethnology, Anthropology and Kinesiology, with a particular focus on
Ethnochoreology.

She specialises in the anthropological study of the intangible dimensions of folk
culture, focusing on the analysis of customary and ritual expressions of the
performing arts, with particular emphasis on the ethno-anthropological study of
folk performative events and dance. In the course of this work, and recognising
the particular influence of both formal and informal education on these cultural
phenomena, she pursued further specialised studies in adult education. Thus, the
interest in the relationship between culture, learning and education has further
informed her research, leading her to explore its phenomena in greater depth.

Since 1999, she has taught continuously on undergraduate and postgraduate
programmes at a range of Greek higher education institutions, including the Hellenic
Open University, the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, the National
Technical University of Athens, the University of the Aegean, and the National School of
Public Administration and Local Government, among others. Alongside her teaching, she
has been particularly active in developing educational programmes focusing on culture,
its multifaceted study and its sustainable management.




Within this academic context, she served as a Research Associate and Lecturer
(1999-2002), and subsequently as an Assistant Professor of Applied Studies
(2002-2009), in the Department of Traditional and Popular Music at the
Technological Educational Institute of Epirus. She was also a member of the
three-person academic team involved in establishing the Department. In May
2008, she was elected Researcher at the Hellenic Folklore Research Centre of
the Academy of Athens, where she continues to serve as a Principal Researcher

Dr Margari has conducted extensive and systematic anthropological fieldwork
throughout Greece, including in Thrace, Macedonia, Epirus, Thessaly, the North
Aegean, Central Greece, the Peloponnese and Attica, among other regions. Her
fieldwork has also extended to minority and diasporic communities abroad, in
Albania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Ukraine, Romania, Hungary, Slovenia and Finland.

Her research interests lie within cultural anthropology, with particular emphasis
on multifaceted approaches to performance and its interconnections with the
theories and practices through which cultural identities and cultural heritage
are formed and negotiated in local, national and international contexts. With
this focus, she has participated as a Research Associate, Researcher and
Research Director in the design and implementation of numerous related
research programmes and projects at both national and transnational levels.

In addition, she has participated in Greek and international academic
conferences and published books and articles in Greek and international
scholarly journals. Her work includes ethnographic and theoretical studies that
approach folk culture from a contemporary ethno-anthropological perspective.

Within this broader perspective and in recognition of her expertise in this field,
Dr Margari served as a member of the National Scientific Committee for the
Implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage from its establishment in 2012 until 2024. Since 2025, she has
been a member of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Council, established to
succeed the aforementioned Committee. She is also a member of six further
scientific working groups affiliated with international scholarly bodies and
organisations, whose work focuses on anthropological approaches to
performative cultural practices.
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